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MEA

MEA Vision
• To promote, educate and improve best practice and standards 
• Influence relevant dairy organisations 
• Represent the best interests of the UK based Milking Equipment manufacturers and 

associated equipment companies in a globally changing competitive environment

5 Full Members 

Up to 100 Associate Members
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Milk Production









• Accreditation - Milking Equipment Technicians

• Ensure competence in fundamental knowledge/skills

• Benchmarking and monitoring the competence 
Technicians in milking equipment sector 

• MEA training scheme delivered by:
– Reaseheath & Hartpury Colleges -

Parlour Safe



• Netherlands  - KOM 

• Ireland   - IMQCS 

• NZ Milking & Pumping Trade Association

• USA  - University Wisconsin

Other Countries?



to ensure…

• Qualified technicians work on milking machines where raw 
milk is in direct contact with the machine 

• Confidence in design, installation, maintenance & servicing. 

• Best performance from milking machines

• Milk harvested is of the highest quality

• Animal health issues are minimised  - improving profitability

• New engineers and technicians are attracted to the industry

Why Parlour Safe?
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• Cow welfare, milk quality and profitability at risk if equipment is 
not serviced by qualified/competent Technicians

• Benchmark standards across industry, within a complex and 
developing technology of milking machinery

• Independent assessment and monitoring competency of 
technicians installing, testing and servicing milking machinery

• Farm Assurance recommends use of “competent technician”

• Eng. Tech. Registration

• Move to Require use of “Accredited Technician

Why an Accredited Scheme?



Course modules



4 Categories

• Cat 1 – Enrolled Technician

• Cat 2 – Dairy Technician (2 x 3 day over 2 year)

• Cat 3 – Dairy Eng. Technician (2 x 3 day over 2 year)

• Cat 4 - Master Dairy Eng. Tech (2 x 3 day over 2 year)

Parlour Safe



• Each year around  60 technicians join the 
profession

• More skilled technicians leaving the trade than 
there are coming in.

• The industry must attract more new technicians

Industry details



Documentation



Benefits of ParlourSafe
Who Reasons

Cow • Longer productive life
• Good standards of welfare 

Farmers • Less cost, increased returns

Herdsman • Less problems/breakdowns

Consumers • Better protected interests

Retailers • Assured supplies

Dairy Processors • Assured milk quality

Technicians • Career progression
• Recognised qualification



Unique number

Registration Card
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Companies support 

New Members 
Welcome!!



The Great Divide?

The Great Connection??



www.milkingequipment.uk.com
Milking Equipment Association (MEA)
Samuelson House
Forder Way
Hampton 
Peterborough 
PE7 8JB
Call Us 08456 448 748

Any Questions?

Thank you

http://www.milkingequipment.uk.com/
tel:08456%20448%20748

